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Somerset Food Waste Week from 6-12 March 

Somerset Waste Partnership is running its first Somerset Food Waste Week from 6-12 

March. Visit somersetwaste.gov.uk during the week for all kinds of info, ideas and advice on 

how to reduce what you waste – from canny shopping and storage to understanding food 

date labelling - and how to recycle food waste that cannot be avoided. Find out the size of 

Somerset’s carbon ‘foodprint’ and share your ideas for reducing food waste for the chance to 

win wax wraps (produced by Somerset bees) to help you store better. Recycling is great, but 

reducing is even better! 

There will be a dedicated page of information on the SWP website – it goes live on Monday 

6 March 

somersetwaste.gov.uk/foodwasteweek  

Lendology: low interest empty property loans 

Low-interest council-funded loans of up to £25,000 are available to support owners with any 
renovation works. 
Mendip District Council’s partnership with Lendology allows eligible empty homeowners to 
access low-interest loans to help spread the costs of expensive renovations to create homes 
for families in the district. 
Emma Lower, CEO of Lendology, said: “We understand the challenges people face in 
financing and renovating empty homes, and a lot of homeowners are unaware of the lending 
scheme funded by Mendip District Council.” 
 
Empty home owners can contact the Private Sector Housing Team on 0300 303 8588, 
email privatesectorhousing@mendip.gov.uk or fill in the online 
form here: www.mendip.gov.uk/emptyproperties. 
 
For information on loans, visit: www.lendology.org.uk/loans/empty-property-loans. 
 

Somerset Citizens Advice offices considering merger  

Four of the five Citizens Advice District offices in Somerset are looking at improving and 
extending their service to clients by merging their operations. The Mendip, South Somerset, 
Taunton and Sedgemoor offices are exploring ways to meet increased demand and offer a 
wider range of services across the whole county than individual offices can offer.  
 
All the offices already offer a county wide service, but a merger will mean that specialist 
expertise currently based in particular offices, for example in dealing with vulnerable people 
or those needing more tailored advice, could be made available county-wide.  
 
There are three reasons why Citizens Advice is investigating this move now. The increased 
demand from the cost-of-living crisis and the issues it has highlighted mean that the 
organisation needs to be more flexible in how it uses its existing resources to meet client 
needs.  
 
Also, when the new Somerset Unitary Authority launches, it will be more efficient for it to speak 
to, fund, and monitor a single Citizens Advice body, rather than five separate District offices. 
This also applies to other funders who support their work.  

mailto:privatesectorhousing@mendip.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mendip.gov.uk%2Femptyproperties&data=05%7C01%7Colena.kofan%40lendology.org.uk%7Cc221dc2c218e495087b508db157d486b%7Cb54e411683dd4d94a6c5d050428bfc4c%7C0%7C0%7C638127400051671552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OFGssKwNxjU9wAEkfcRzRk8dgTpEn7DLgoUXBtUbaiM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lendology.org.uk%2Floans%2Fempty-property-loans%2F&data=05%7C01%7Colena.kofan%40lendology.org.uk%7Cc221dc2c218e495087b508db157d486b%7Cb54e411683dd4d94a6c5d050428bfc4c%7C0%7C0%7C638127400051827814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i6sqnH9hs9bhNLhU%2B6bEE89peR4dJAFATsjSNJlsPls%3D&reserved=0


 
Finally, though it is not a cost cutting exercise, there may well be operational efficiencies that 
can be made and cost savings through pooling its purchasing of things like IT equipment and 
support. Any money saved would be re-invested in frontline services.  
 
The Boards of Trustees of the four District offices will complete due diligence, probably by the 
end of September. West Somerset has decided to continue to operate independently.  
 

New Constitution for Somerset Council 

The new Constitution for Somerset Council, the legal cornerstone of the new unitary council, 

has been approved by Somerset County Council. The ten-part document - over 500 pages - 

sets out the Council's commitment to public participation in its meetings, makes sure that the 

council meets all its legal duties and supports decision-making and governance. 

The new Constitution sets out how Somerset Council will operate; how it will make decisions 

and the steps needed to make sure the new authority's decisions are efficient, transparent and 

accountable to local people. 

Read the full story here: www.mendip.gov.uk/article/11441/New-Constitution-Strategic-with-a-

local-focus  

Hedgehogs 

If you see a hedgehog in your garden, the People’s Trust for endangered species is running a 

national survey.   

Frog and Toad Spawn 

Your pond may have been used as breeding areas by frogs, toads or 

newts.  If you’re lucky enough to have had any of these visitors, do let 

the Somerset Wildlife Trust or Freshwater Habitats Trust know about 

it, so they can monitor how frogs and toads are doing.  

 

https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/11441/New-Constitution-Strategic-with-a-local-focus
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/11441/New-Constitution-Strategic-with-a-local-focus
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/countryside/national-hedgehog-survey/
https://www.somersetwildlife.org/wildlife/great-somerset-wildlife-count/frog-toad-count
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/pondnet-spawn-survey-2023/

