
Report from Mendip District Councillor 

Changes to Mendip District Council’s 3 priorities 

Mendip District Council have temporarily amended the Council’s three corporate 

priorities in response to the COVID-19 emergency. The priorities now are:  

• Saving lives through supporting the extensive vaccine roll-out, and 

community testing  

• Delivering statutory services, such homelessness prevention, environmental 

health, licensing, planning and waste collections  

• Supporting the economy, and our local people 

 

Mendip Green Party supports the Council in adjusting the priorities in response to 

the extraordinary times we are currently living through. However, it is vital that the 

recovery should not follow a 'Business as Usual' scenario and focuses on developing 

a Green Economy. The pandemic has highlighted the need for good air quality, and 

access to green spaces. It is imperative that the work of the Council in delivering tree 

planting, preventing pollution, providing safe walking and cycling routes and installing 

electric vehicle charging points continues as a priority.    

Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) 

6am start from Monday 1 February 
All household kerbside collections - recycling, rubbish and garden waste - will begin 
at 6am, rather than the previous 7am, from Monday 1 February. The aim is to step 
up staff and customer safety while ensuring waste services are maintained despite 
the continued disruptive pressure of COVID-19 on Somerset's kerbside collections. 
  
SWP and its contractors take a precautionary approach to cut contact and risk. For 
example, crews work in tightly controlled team bubbles; the whole bubble isolates if a 
member tests positive, is in contact with someone who tests positive, or is 
symptomatic. This means far higher staff absences than expected, plus 
unpredictable daily changes as teams isolate or return to work, and crews are 
reallocated to maintain services. 
  
Extra steps help keep everyone safer 
Collections from 6am will further reduce contact between team bubbles through 
widely spaced set-offs and allow an early start on work that may take longer or be 
incomplete if staff are absent.  
 
Initially for the month of February, householders will need to put all their recycling, 
rubbish and garden waste out by 6am, or do so the night before. Crews will not 
immediately return for some missed collections. This will be avoided if possible, but 
staff absences will sometimes make it impractical to go back for missed recycling or 
garden waste the following day. Residents will then need to take containers in until 
their next collection. 
 
 

  


