
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RODE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN APRIL 2013 
 

 
Parishioners’ Participation:  None 
Item 5. ix Speedwatch was brought forward. Caroline Botley reported that the Speedwatch Team go out twice 
weekly on two alternate routes, mainly Rode Hill and Bradford Road.  Speeds over 36mph result in a letter in 
the first two instances with speeds in excess of 45mph resulting in the driver being invited to see the Beat 
Manager who assesses their reason and acts accordingly.  Abusive drivers are also dealt with.  In January over 
20% of cars travelling up Rode Hill were over 30mph, with over 30% travelling over 30mph on Bradford Road.  
This had reduced to 11% on Rode Hill by March.  Bradford Road figures still remain high. The figures recorded 
have been sufficiently bad for the Police Unit to visit Rode Hill regularly and it is hoped they will soon attend 
Bradford Road.  On the occasions Church Lane has been monitored the maximum speed was 28mph.  So 
speeding is only ‘perceived’.  Since the Rode scheme has started over 300 letters have been sent out. 
 
The PCSO is going into the school to raise awareness with the children and parents by running a poster 
competition.  Terry Drake showed the new style of speed gun which is more accurate and can gauge every car’s 
speed in a continuous row of traffic.  Terry pointed out that it cost around £600 to set up a Speedwatch team 
with all the necessary training and equipment and will be contacting Parish Councils shortly to request help 
with funding. 
 
Due to the dedication and results achieved by the Rode Speedwatch Team, Terry Drake presented a New 
Scheme of the Year 2012 certificate to Caroline Botley in honour of her, Lynn McDonnell and the Speedwatch 
Team’s efforts.    

 
   Matters Arising:  

i. Wellhead Pump: No further information. 
ii. Bradford Road & Rode Hill Crossroad Accident/Incidents: No response to email to Andrew 

Turner, SCC. Clerk to chase. 
iii. Evacuation Planning: No further information. 
v.  Flooding on Brewery Site: No further information. 
vi.  Logs by Scutts Bridge: These have been removed. 
vii.  Straight Lane – Haulage Activities: SCC Inspector will carry out road inspection. 
viii.  Pot Hole – Rode Hill: This has been filled and several other potholes around Rode have 

also been attended to. 
ix.  Speedwatch – High Street and Co-ordinator Feedback: As above. 
x.  Brambles – Barrow Farm: These have been roughly cut and the branches left on the path.  SD to 

contact the Allotment Association. 
 

Church Farm Development:  
 SE has spoken to Laura Mckay who is now putting the both developments forward for approval.  If the farm 

site is approved this would set a precendent for industrial sites on greenfield sites.  The scheme does not seem 
to offer any economical advantage to the village or further employment opportunities.  The Parish Council had 
sent a very long and detailed letter to the Planning Board members over the weekend.  SE will be speaking on 
behalf of the Parish Council at the Planning Board meeting on 3 April.  One of the areas to be strongly 
considered is the huge visual impact of the farm site. 
 
Correspondence:  

 MDC re: land by 14 Lower Street.  Enforcement Officer will assess. 
 SCC – Works/extra signage to be carried out at Woolverton and Rode 

 
Financial Position  
i. NatWest Reserve account balance – £12,887.42 (Current Account £10.00)  

 Cheque 917 for £2,000 has still not been cashed. 
    Cheque 928  Clerk’s Salary and Expenses (March)    £175.22 
    Cheque 929  St John’s Church – Photocopying      £36.75 
    Cheque 930 SALC Affiliation Fee      £251.60 
 

Planning Applications:  
 
Applicant & 
Location 

Application No & Type Proposal Mendip 
Decision 

Mr S Witt &  
Ms P Clarke 
26 High Street 

2013/0284 
Application for approval of 
details reserved by 
condition 

Approval of details reserved by 
conditions 3 (materials), 4 (joinery), 5 
(ducts and pipes etc) and 6 (making 
good) on listed building consent 
2012/1210 

Approved 



Any Other Business 
i. Car Parking signs: It has been noted that cars parked in Lower Street have had signs put on them 

purporting to be from the Parish Council.  The Parish Council informs the PCSO of parking issues and do 
not place signs on cars. 

ii. Streetlight: The streetlight (No.9) opposite the hall is on all day.  Clerk to report it to SCC. 
iii. Footpath Licence: A copy of the agreement has now been received.  Clerk to write to Landowner 

thanking him for his help and co-operation.  Note to go in the Link regarding misuse of the footpath. 
 
Joy Book, Clerk to Rode Parish Council 


