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The Parish Council has had a large work load with many issues to contend with this term. Probably the 
most significant to the village is the planning application on Church Farm and the results from our 
village surveys both in 2012 and this year. I will highlight some of the outcomes and explain where we go 
next. 
 
Rode Neighbourhood Plan 
Over the past year Rode Parish Council has undertaken a most extensive programme of public 
consultation with the Parish. This consultation has been to help us develop a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Rode and has been further prompted by the Church Farm application.  The consultation has explored the 
views of the Village across a wide range of important issues for the Parish.  
 
This consultative action programme in the past 12 months has involved public meetings, a village wide 
quantitative survey (which achieved a remarkable 50% response rate), as well as qualitative research 
with focus groups amongst key sectors (young and old, mothers with children, business owners and long 
term residents) plus in-depth interviews with landowners.  
 
Neighbourhood Plans are a key element of the Localism Bill but the 'Catch 22' is that Rode’s 
Neighbourhood Plan is unable to progress whilst Mendip has no reliable 5 Year Housing Supply Figures 
(See Church Farm Development). The Parish Council learnt that the Village supported some housing 
development at Church Farm but was vehemently opposed to the plans for the re-siting of the business at 
Parkgate Lane.  
 
Sadly the Parish Council has found that the Localism Bill is not all that it is cracked up to be. Despite the 
overwhelming opposition here, in the immediate locality of Church Farm, Mendip District councillors in 
Shepton approved it (although earlier in the light of local opposition, Brown’s Ground had been deleted 
from the application). 
 
A big thanks to Cllr Pat Banwell and Cllr Peter Travis who have given so much of their time and effort in 
developing the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Church Farm Development 
You will know from our report in last month's “Link” that the Church Farm Planning Application 
2011/3124 has received outline planning permission for the development of 44 homes and the re-siting 
of the Fussell businesses.  At the April Mendip Planning Board meeting the decision was taken by a vote 
of 9 to 6 in favour of the application. 
 
The next stage of the process is for the agreement between the planning department and the developer 
on Conditions and Section 106 planning obligations plus approval of reserved, all matters prior to any 
development taking place. This is likely to happen in the coming months; but how did the “outline 
planning application” get approval when so much of the village was against the re-siting of the business 
at Parkgate Lane? In fact Laura McKay, Mendip Planning Officer, confirmed that she had received 301 
letters against the development and only 21 in favour. At the March Planning Board meeting Laura 
McKay was also against the application and had intended to recommend the case for refusal had it not 
been deferred. So why did she change her opinion. 
 



The issue was one of procedure. Mendip along with many other Councils in the Country could not justify 
its 5 Year Housing Supply figures. This significantly weakened the case for rejection; overall the Planning 
Board felt that the Fussell application offered more benefits than disadvantages. 
 
Laura McKay during her presentation made it very clear that site visibility was still an issue that needed 
to be resolved during the next phase of the application along with many planning controls. The village 
also made it clear in public meetings that noise and light pollution was a significant concern. 
 
Straight Lane 
Damage to Straight lane caused by heavy vehicles has been an issue. The Parish Council is liaising with 
the Mendip enforcement officer with an attempt to mitigate the damage to both hedge rows and road. 
 
Flooding 
The past 12 months has been one of the wettest years on record. Given the topography of the area around 
Rode, this village has a troubled history of flooding. All the rain has inevitably brought problems. What 
was not expected was that the most vulnerable spot turned out to be the new ‘Old Brewery’ housing 
development. A number of houses suffered serious flooding and residents have now built their own 
defences. The Council has been instrumental in bringing together the Rode Playing Field, residents of the 
Old Brewery and Somerset County Council’s Flood Management team to agree a survey needs to be 
undertaken. This survey is now being commissioned by Somerset CC. 
 
Superfast Broadband 
Broadband speeds in the village are often very, very slow especially in the High Street and Lower Street 
area of Rode. Yet nationally online access is going through a next generation upgrade with hi-speed 
broadband in the home/office and 4G on mobiles. The good news is investment by central government is 
now being made in upgrading broadband access in Somerset. The Parish Council has encouraged people 
in Rode to register their interest to try and influence the 3 year roll out of this programme and advance 
the date when Rode will benefit. Mobile access in Rode also needs to be investigated. 
 
Rode Website 
A thank you once again to George Berry for helping Rode Parish Council to make its notices available on 
the website at www.rodevillage.com 
 
Red Lion site 
Many planning applications have been reviewed through the year in the normal manner of a Parish 
Council. However at the request of local residents, the Council became very involved at the Red Lion site 
in meetings with Mendip Enforcement and the site contractor to try and ensure this development created 
least disadvantage for residents in the Barton and in The Mead during its construction phase and in its 
final finished form.  
 
Rode Hill/Bradford Road 
Unfortunately we have had minimal success to remedy the serious accident ‘black spot’ on the junction of 
Rode Hill/Bradford Road (despite a petition signed by hundreds of villagers and others, organised by 
Rode Post Office). The Parish Council is challenging Somerset Highways to take action and avoid the risk 
of a fatality.  
 
Old Brewery site 
The adoption of the Old Brewery site is progressing and is understood to be imminent and the well head 
pump is finally (well almost) ready to be unveiled on its special plinth. A big thank you to Keith Sharman 
& David Jupp for their persistence.  
 
Rev Nigel Done 
The Rev Nigel Done left last Autumn but a new rector has now been appointed and will take up her 
duties this Summer. 
 
Village Pubs 
We congratulate the Cross Keys who won a special Mendip award for its exceptional flower displays. We 
also wish The Bell good luck since its reopening. 
 
Speed Watch 



A big thank you to the speed watch team who are monitoring traffic on key roads in and out of the village. 
An award was presented to Caroline Botley by Terry Drake for the excellent work the Rode Speed Watch 
team have done and I add my thanks to Cllr Ruth Salmon for all the hard work. 
 
Phone Box Book Exchange 
Rode has its own book exchange in the old phone box near the Post Office. Feel free to take books and 
replenish with your unwanted ones. It's early days; let’s hope it’s well supported. 
 
Dog Waste 
Dog waste is still an issue but has improved significantly since the installation of 4 waste bins in the 
village.  The Parish Council are encouraging dog owners to act responsibly. Cllr Lisa Bealing continues to 
be our “Poo Czar”. 
 
Grass Cutting 
David Jupp has done a great job, continuing to cut the village green and grass around Rode.  Grateful 
thanks to him. 
 
The Mill to Scutt's Bridge River Walk 
An official agreement has now been made between the Parish Council and land owner Jim Ryan to allow  
registered walkers from Rode, Tellisford & Woolverton to use the footpath, whilst being responsible and 
showing respect for the land, we thank Jim for his kindness. Over 100 passes have been issued by the 
Parish Council and a thank you goes to Cllr Sally Dignan. 
 
Parking issues  
Parking congestion continues to be an issue outside Rode School during the drop off and pick up times. 
Consultation with the School, Police and Somerset highways is on-going. 
 
Rode Bridge 
Repairs to the bridge are awaited when funding is available. Tree roots and other foliage continue to 
weaken the structure as does the volume of traffic on what is a very busy road.  
 
Queen’s Jubilee 
Rode successfully celebrated the Queens 60 years as our monarch with celebrations and events  
organised on the playing fields by Cllr Ann Edney and Cllr Pat Restorick.  
 
 
 
 
Christmas Tree 
A big thank you to John Osborne for kindly supplying the village with its Christmas tree, Keith Sharman 
for the lights and Tim Lynch the electricity. 
 
The Link 
Another huge thank you to Lucia Chadwick and her team for really helping communication between the 
Parish Council and Rode residents. I think we are all extremely lucky to have such a great magazine. 
 
Councillors 
Whilst we’ve neither lost nor gained a Parish Councillor, Matthew Ellis resigned as a District Councillor 
at very short notice. This coming May there is both an election for a County Councillor and a by-election 
for the District Councillor. 
 
The Parish Council 
This year has been exceptionally busy and I would like to express my thanks and gratitude to all the 
efforts of the Councillors, giving up their own time and resource for the benefit of the village. 
 
I would also once again like to express my thanks and gratitude for the support from Joy Book, (Rode 
Parish Clerk) who has really helped in the smooth running of the Council. 
 
In conclusion 
It has been an extremely engaging year with phenomenal input and support by the village.   



The recent Parish survey has enabled the Parish Council to really understand the needs and wishes of the 
village and this will be incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan. In spite of many of you showing your 
displeasure to the proposed building development at Parkgate Lane, I am just sorry the planning 
department didn’t agree. 
 
We will continue to work on your behalf and if you, the people of Rode, have any thoughts or concerns 
regarding the village, its activities and services or how things can be improved we would love to hear 
from you.  
 
Remember you are all welcome to attend Parish Council Meetings, held on the first Tuesday of the month 
@ 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall. We look forward seeing you. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Steve Eyles 
Chairman 
Rode Parish Council 
 


