
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RODE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 4 DECEMBER 2012 
 
 

Parishioners’ Participation: 
i. Bradford Road Junction:  STOP signs should be installed this financial year.  Clerk to chase Jeff Bunting.  

RS reported that the new Speedwatch team has been very successful with 12-17% of drivers registering as 
being over the speed limit.  As a result, the police mobile team have been out to do speed checks. 

ii) Rode Hill Verge: The verge on Rode Hill by the Hall is getting eroded by buses having to swing around 
cars parked too near the junction.  Clerk to contact Highways. 

iii) Flooding on Brewery Site: Mr Fussel’s field is now very wet making it difficult for walkers to negotiate.  
PT reported that the SCC Flood Management Team are looking at the drainage all around the field and will 
be carrying out a survey.  Concerns were also raised that a large amount of gravel from the path may have 
washed into the culvert causing a blockage at some point. 

iv) Build up of Logs at Scutt’s Bridge: Large logs are accumulating by the bridge and undermining it.  Clerk 
to contact Water Authority to find out who is responsible for their removal. 

v) Blocked Bridleway along Crooked Lane: Path blocked by 6 fallen trees.  SD has reported the matter to 
SCC and will chase up in the next few days. 

 
 

Councillor’s Declarations of Interests in Items on Agenda: Cllr S Eyles declared his interest in Item 7 – 
Church Farm Development. 

 
 

 Matters Arising:  
i. Wellhead Pump: Mr Jupp and PT gave the history behind the pump for those new to the council.  The 

councillors acknowledged that this project needs to be completed but also felt that the financial climate had 
changed since the decision made in 2005.  Mr Jupp presented two estimates for the sandblasting and 
powder coating of the pump - £500 + VAT and £640 + VAT.  LB’s husband works in engineering and will 
make enquiries.  

ii. Bradford Road & Rode Hill Crossroad Accident/Incidents: As above 
iii. Evacuation Planning: Progressing. PT to approach school and Chapel. 
iv. Flooding on Brewery Site: SCC are very busy at the moment.  Cllr Ellis is being kept informed. 
v. Blocked Drains: A SCC vehicle was seen in the vicinity of Rode Hill yesterday.  Situation to be monitored. 
 

Old Red Lion Planning Application:  
i. Surface Water: Engineers have surveyed the site and done percolation tests.  They have recommended 

soakaways as being the most suitable form of drainage for the site.  
ii. Installation of Site Utilities: Plans of where the utilities will be placed are now available.  Disruption will 

be kept to a minimum when they are being installed and developer is aware of the culvert’s location and 
will exercise caution when working in its vicinity. 

iii. Collection of Wheelie Bins: Mr Morgan is meeting with Somerset Waste on 6 December regarding having 
a collection point on the site. 

iv. Final Completion Date: The first two houses should be completed in approximately 6 months, the 
remainder completing within 9 months.  Mr Morgan was not aware of a condition of the original planning 
approval that states all houses are to be sold at the same time, not on completion of each individual house.  
To be looked into. 

v. Drainage: 60-65% of this development will be hard surfaces.  Drainage will be put in before the hard 
surfaces are put down. 

vi. Plot 3: This has been lowered by approximately 150mm. The building work appears to have already been 
started despite assurances only the footings would be put in.  

vii. Emergency Vehicles: The Fire Officer has said that the same procedure would apply to the site as for The 
Barton ie. fire vehicles would get so far then the hoses would reach.  Mr Morgan will find out where the 
nearest fire hydrant is. 

viii. Condition of Wall in The Mead: The wall in The Mead has had ivy removed from it and it now looks 
unstable.  Mr Morgan will assess. 

ix. Subsidence: Concerns were raised regarding whether the land was firm enough to take the burden of the 
houses.  Mr Morgan reported that there is rock underneath. 

x. Chimney:  The chimney on Plot 3 is currently only 20 feet from the bedroom windows of 2 The Barton.  
This would be subject to Building Regulations approval. The previous orientation of this property meant the 
chimney would be further away from the windows property. 

xi. Access Road: There is no registered owner for this piece of land.  All the users have indemnity insurance 
and would need to be consulted before the road can be upgraded. 

xii. Damage to Wall – Entrance of The Mead: Developer had requested that the vehicles do not come 
through the village but as a result, some vehicles are having trouble negotiating around the parked cars 
and damaging the verge and hitting the wall/pillars of the adjacent house.  Mr Morgan will request that the 
drivers take extreme care at this junction.  

 

 Church Farm Development: PR/PT/SE had met with Mr Fussel and Strategic Land Partnerships with a view to 
finding a suitable alternative site for the business in response to the results of the survey which indicate the 
residents do not wish the businesses to move to the proposed site.  An alternative site could not be agreed.  It 
is anticipated that a new planning application will be placed in the next few days. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan: No further information. 
 



 Correspondence: Dave Grabham SCC – A survey of the proposed new site for the SID on Rode Hill had been 
undertaken but did not indicate there was a significant speeding problem.  Another survey will be undertaken 
and will be reported on in due course.  
 

Financial Position:  
i.   NatWest Reserve account balance at 25 November 2012 £16,161.79  (Current Account £10.00)  

    Cheque 912  Clerk’s Salary and Expenses (November)      £197.18 
    Cheque 911  Survey printing (Mr P Travis)        £120.00 
    Cheque 913  Mendip Community Speedwatch – 30 mph stickers       £10.00 
    Cheque 915  Flowers for Pots (Mrs P Banwell)         £24.49 
    Cheque 914  Rode Chapel – Grant for grasscutting         £70.00 
    Cheque 916  PCC Rode Major – Grant        £270.00 
    Cheque 917  Rode Playing Field Committee – Grant             £2,000.00 
    Cheque 918  Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau – Donation        £25.00 
    Cheque 919  D Jupp – Grasscutting         £900.00 
 
 

ii. Budget/Precept Setting: After discussion, RS proposed that the precept for 2013/14 be increased by 
£2,500 to £13,500 to help cover the cost of the Neighbourhood Plan.  This increase will help towards the 
creation and copying of the plan and any legal costs incurred.  SE to ask John Meeker MDC whether 
funding is available.  Clerk to write a covering letter to MDC explaining the reason for this increase. 

 

Planning Applications:  
 

 

 

Any Other Business 
i. Travel to Doctor Surgery: One person has offered their services.  Requests will be made for volunteers 

at forthcoming village events. 
ii. School Coach – Church Lane:  The JVA coach which transports children from Selwood School has been 

noted as driving very fast down Church Lane at a time when children from Rode School are walking home.  
Clerk to contact coach company to complain and school for their support. 

iii. Straight Lane – Haulage Activity: Ian Glover, Enforcement MDC, has visited the site twice and will be 
involving Matthew Williams, Head of Planning MDC, to establish whether action can be taken.  PT to also 
draft a letter to Matthew Williams. 

iv. High Speed Broadband: PT had attended a meeting and reported that approval has been given by the 
government for rural areas to receive high speed broadband.  By 2015 85% of the country should be able 
to receive 20mb.  Rode has been placed on the 3rd wave of the installation plan.  PT to write an article for 
the LINK to encourage parishioners to sign up. 

v. Christmas Tree: Mr Osborne has very kindly donated the Christmas tree for the green.  Clerk to write a 
letter of gratitude. 

 

The Meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
 
Date of Next Meeting:  
Tuesday 5th February 2013 at 7.30pm at the Rode & District Memorial Hall 
 

Joy Book      
Clerk to Rode Parish Council    
       

Applicant & Location Application No. & Type Proposal PCC Decision 

Dr R Timbrell-Whittle 
Former Red Lion site 

2012/2265 (Revised) A development of 3 new four 
bedroom houses with garages 
on a site to the rear of the 
former Red Lion public House 

REFUSE –
previous 
orientation more 
acceptable 

Applicant & Location Application No. & Type Proposal Mendip Decision 

Mr Mcauley 
16 High Street  

2012/2342 
TREE – conservation area 

Works to trees in a 
conservation area 

No objection 


