
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RODE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 6 December 2011 
 

UNCONFIRMED 
 

Cllr S Eyles  (SE) Cllr P Restorick  (PR) Cllr S Dignan  (SD) 
Cllr A Edney  (AE) Cllr P Banwell  (PB)  Cllr R Salmon  (RS) 
Cllr M Ellis, District and County Councillor, 8 Members of the public 
 

Public Participation:  
i. Residents who live near the old Red Lion site expressed concerns about what was happening on the site. SE 

responded by referring them to the MDC website to look at the plans and advising them to approach applicant 
directly to ask what their plans are.  A condition of the planning is that old Red Lion pub has to be developed 
before the rest of the site and due to the change in the market this has delayed the development.  The planning 
application was approved over 5 years ago but the developer has begun the development so has no requirement 
to re-apply. 

  Resident asked what stage Mr Fussell’s development was at and when could objections be placed.  SE 
informed her of the situation. 

ii. Thanks were extended to the PC for arranging and attending the school site visit.  Resident requested that the PC 
support the installation of yellow lines around the corner of Crooked Lane.  Cllr Ellis said that Jeff Bunting 
supported the installation of H bars but was unlikely to install yellow lines due to the expense of having to get a 
court order to obtain approval for their use.  Cllr Ellis to follow up with Jeff Bunting. 

iii. Chair of Pre-school asked if the PC would support provision of their own premises.  Pre-school may approach 
other committees for their support with a joint venture.  PC supported the request but said they were unable to 
offer any financial assistance.  Cllr Ellis will approach Laura Dewey to assess whether any community funding can 
be made available via the new development.  This is unlikely as the development is probably not large 
enough. 

 

 Matters Arising:  
i. Wellhead Pump: Clerk read out comments received from Nigel Clarke as a result of a conversation with Carlton 

Langford, MDC Planning Department.  SE asked who was in favour of persuing the installation of the pump.  Four 
councillors voted for with one abstention.  Keith Sharman will look into how to proceed with this. 

ii. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: Bottle in Post Office will now be used to raised for the next 6 months. 
iii. Speedwatch: Clerk now has speed camera. Three volunteers have come forward. Contact has been made with 

Woolverton who are looking to join forces with Rode to make up a team.  Rode’s volunteers are willing to attend 
Woolverton to help out and vice versa. 

iv. School Traffic – Support for School Bus: All councillors supported the request for a school bus.  SE to draft 
letter. 

v. Church Lane – Speeding Traffic: Clerk to chase Jeff Bunting. 
vi. Church Lane – State of Pavements: Hedges have been cut back. 
vii. Recycling Lorry Mess: Somerset Waste Partnership have requested specific details of incidences.   
viii. Grasscutting Tender: An invite for tenders has been placed in the Link with a closing date of 23 December. 
ix. Leak on Rode Hill: SCC have carried out the scheduled works. 
x. Speed Indicator Device: SCC have responded that it is proven to be safer to have the device showing the 

speed of 30mph rather than the actual speed travelled as this has been known to encourage some drivers to 
increase their speed. 

 

Parish Award – Mr Keith Sharman:  AE thanked Keith for the 27 years dedicated service to the PC and Playing 
Field Committee.  Keith responded that he was very grateful and honoured.  Keith read out the minutes of the first PC 
meeting he had attended on 17 September 1975. 
 

Church Lane Development: The application is going in this week.  The low cost housing aspect of the application is 
the responsibility of the Strategic Land Partnership.  Mr Fussell owns all of Brown’s Ground except for the one acre 
fronting Church Lane and currently has no intention of releasing this land for development. There is strong opposition 
in the village to have affordable housing built in isolation and this is supported by MDC.  On receipt of the application 
the PC will hold an open meeting for parishioners to give their comments. 
 

Co-option of New Councillors: SE proposed and PB seconded Mr Peter Travis onto the PC.  Five approved and one 
abstention.  SE welcomed Ruth Salmon to the PC and thanked her for joining.  All voted retrospectively in favour of 
her co-option. 
 

Parish Plan – Local Development Section:  40% return on the recent consultation.  Access to new commercial site 
was discounted by looking at a map and not by visiting the site.  Cllr Ellis to pursue this. Cllr Ellis reported that pre-
application advice from MDC does not necessarily hold any weight and they have been known to alter their criteria.  
SE is in the process of extracting the comments from all replies and will rank comments in order of importance by the 
next meeting.  Clerk to write formal letter of thanks to the school for the use of their facilities. SD/PB/PT to put plan 
together. 
 

Correspondence: SCC reply to Tarmacadam defective paving replacement – Rode would not be expected to fund 
this type of repair in the next financial year.  SCC would cover the cost. 
 

Financial Position:  
i.  NatWest Reserve account balance at 26 November 2011 – £15,247.67 (Current Account £10.00).   

    Cheque 867  Rode Playing Field Committee Grant   £2000.00 
    Cheque 868  Rode Chapel          £70.00 
    Cheque 869  Hardington Vale PCC (Friends of St Lawrence)    £270.00 
    Cheque 870  Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau        £25.00  
    Cheque 871  The Royal British Legion (Wreath)       £15.00 
    Cheque 872  Frome Printing Company (Maps)     £144.00 
    Cheque 873  St John’s PCC – Photocopying         £12.00 



    Cheque 874  Clerk’s Salary and Expenses (October)     £202.11 
ii. Budget/Precept Discussion:  Clerk to send accounts to SE for review and assessment of available funds. 
iii. Bank Mandate: Clerk handed out forms for councillors to complete and take to bank. 
iv. Gritting Insurance: Clerk reported that there is currently no chance of SCC reviewing it’s gritting policy to 

include Rode on the primary route.  Risk assessment of Rode’s proposed gritting schedule is required for 
insurance purposes. RS to follow up with SCC. 

 

Planning Applications:  

 
Any Other Business 
i. Litter bins are overflowing with dog mess.  PC felt this was preferable to having the mess left on the ground.  

No action. 
ii. Bin – Lower Street is not being emptied.  Clerk to contact Somerset Waste Partnership. 
iii. Mr Sharman stated he was happy to continue to put the lights on the tree and would be doing them over the 

next weekend.  Mr Osborne has supplied the tree free of charge. Clerk will write a letter of thanks. 
iv. Resident in Church Lane has requested that the grit bin is removed from their land.  PC had an agreement with 

the previous owner to place the bin on their land.  Mr Sharman offered to speak with resident as the bin needs 
to be near the junction. PB will move grit bin if necessary.  All grit bins are full. 

v. Peter Harris’ book is now available.  All profits will go to the Heart of Rode Appeal. 
vi. Speeding – High Street: This is an ongoing problem and will be monitored. 
vii. Vice Chair – SE proposed PB.  All voted in favour. 
 

Joy Book  
Clerk to Rode Parish Council  
 

Applicant & Location Application No. & Type Proposal PC Decision 

Mr W J Joyce 
Church Row Farm 
Frome Road 

2011/2436 
Full Planning Permission 

Change of use, demolition, 
alterations and extensions to 
former agricultural barns to 
accommodate 2 residential units, 
erect car park and boundary 
walls, block up existing access 
and form new access 

 
For Planning 
Officer 

    
Mrs Saunders 
5 High Street 

2011/2901 
Tree – Conservation Area 

Proposed felling of two trees in a 
conservation area 

No Objections 

Mr G Clements 
1 Mayfield Court 
High Street 

2011/2825 
Tree – Conservation Area 

Proposed felling of tree(s) in a 
conservation area 

 
No Objections 

Applicant & Location Application No. & Type Proposal Mendip Decision 
 

Mrs Anne Feather 
Townsend Farmhouse 
2 High Street 

2011/2684 
Application for approval of 
details reserved by 
condition 

Approval of details reserved by 
Condition 2 (joinery details) on 
planning application 2011/1696 

Approved 

Dr J Baker 
19 Endways House 
Frome Road 

2011/2563 
Tree – Conservation Area 

Proposed felling of Leylandii 
trees in a conservation area 

No Objections 

Mr A Fussell 
Church Farm 
 

2011/2334 
Listed building consent 

Alterations to farmhouse 
(amended plans received 1 
November 2011) 

Granted with 3 
conditions 
 

Mr & Mrs Jones 
11 Marsh Road 

2011/2312 
Householder planning 
permission 

Single storey rear conservatory Approve with 2 
conditions 
 


