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Somerset Press Releases: You can view all the Somerset County Council press
releases for the last month using this link:
https://somersetnewsroom.com/category/press-releases/

Taxing Questions for Library Service (featured in Somerset Confidential): Mr Simon
McKie, based in Rudge, raised his concern with me about the Oxford University Press
suite being removed from Somerset libraries. He asked the question at full council in
June as a request to reinstate it. You can read the article here:
https://levellerconfidential.substack.com/p/taxing-questions-for-library-service

St Lawrence Church: The signage on the bend on the A361 has been chased with
Sara Davis and | will update as soon as | have more information.

Slip Road on the A36: | have chased with National Highways and asked Sara Davis for
advice and support to make contact with them. | will update when | get more
information.

Three-year Council Finances: When the 2023/24 budget was agreed in February
2023 the forecast gap over the next three years was outlined as £100m. However
the latest Executive report states that the expected gap for 2024/25 of circa £40m
will now be considerably higher. The report also states that it is imperative that
action be taken to identify significant savings. The same Executive report also shows
an accumulative budget gap of £98.8m in 2026/27.

Waste Services Industrial Action: The council was informed this week that Waste
Service members of the Unite union intend to start industrial action on Wednesday
12 July. Though all efforts would be made to limit the impact, industrial action is
likely to cause widespread and significant disruption affecting the majority of
residents in some way. The staff intend to strike Wednesday to Friday each week in
the four weeks from 12 July to 4 August. On the other days of the week staff taking
action would not work overtime or be involved in catch-up collections, for example
on Saturdays. Three-weekly refuse collections would be prioritised, along with
clinical waste collections and collections from communal locations. However, there is
no guarantee that these collections will take place on time. Recycling collections
would be affected to a much greater extent as their crews are redeployed to support
the other collections. The scheduling of the industrial action means some residents
could go multiple weeks without recycling collections.
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Customer Access Points: Customers who need in-person help or advice from
Somerset Council will find support at all Somerset Libraries. From July, they will be
able to set up virtual, face-to-face meetings on the spot so people can speak directly
to a member of the Customer Service team. Customer Access Points were initially set
up in seven libraries in April when Somerset Council, now after a successful trial, it is
being extended to all Somerset’s libraries. The support will be provided during
library opening hours, which, in most cases, includes weekends.

Surface dressing programme: The Highways team have started to surface dress
some roads as part of the summer maintenance programme. Surface dressing is a
recognised maintenance technique for sealing a road, improving skid resistance, and
preventing water getting under the surface. The work can only be carried out in dry
weather, so the Council’s surface dressing programme is flexible, and dates can
change at short notice. You can check which roads are being surface dressed

here: www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/surface-dressing/.

Summer reading challenge: Youngsters aged 4-11 can join the Summer Reading
Challenge by visiting Somerset Libraries. The Challenge themed around the power of
play, sport, games, and physical activity offers free materials from Somerset Libraries
and online via the Challenge website. The characters — brought to life by children’s
author and illustrator Loretta Schauer — navigate a fictional summer obstacle course
and track their reading as they go, rewarded by free incentives including stickers.

National award for Children’s Services: Somerset Council is celebrating after
winning a prestigious Award for a partnership project delivering children’s homes
across the county. The Council and its partners — care providers Homes2Inspire (part
of national charity, Shaw Trust) and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust — won the
‘Innovation in Partnerships’ category for their trailblazing Homes and Horizons
project. The project, which was developed and introduced under the previous
Conservative administration is delivering 10 family-sized homes for children as part
of a new model of care for Somerset’s most vulnerable young people. It will also
provide 20 specialist foster carers and a brand-new, therapeutic education service
on two sites within the county, designed to increase young people’s life chances
through better educational results and improved mental health and wellbeing.

Best wishes for a lovely summer,

Rauwsn Qenten
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